
Town of Blowing Rock  

Board of Commissioners Meeting 
Date: Tuesday, May 14, 2024, 6:00 p.m. 

Location: 1036 Main Street, Blowing Rock, NC 28605 

Agenda 

Item Topic Presenter and Participants 

I. CALL TO ORDER – 
ROLL CALL FOR ATTENDANCE 

Mayor Charles Sellers 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Mayor Charles Sellers 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – By Roll Call 
1. April 9, 2024 – Regular and Closed Session Meeting 

Minutes 
 

OATH OF OFFICE – Manager Shane Fox   
 
 
REGULAR AGENDA ADOPTION  
 
 

 
Mayor & Council 

 
 

Town Clerk Hilari Hubner 
 
 

Mayor & Council 
 

IV.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
1. 2024-2025 Audit Contact   
2. Main Street Project Ordinance  
3. ARPA Project Ordinance  
4. Budget Amendment - #2024-22  

 

 
                      
                      Mayor & Council 

 
VI. 

 
 

  PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 Comments shall be limited to  three (3) minutes  

         VII. PUBLIC HEARTING: 
 1. SUP – Arbor Village 

     
Zoning Enforcement Officer  

Brian Johnson 

VIII.   REGULAR AGENDA: 
1. PLARB – Board Member Vacancy  

 
 

 

          
               Manager Shane Fox 

 



  IX.   OFFICIALS REPORTS & COMMENTS: 
1. Mayor 
2. Council Members 
3. Town Attorney 
4. Town Manager 

 

 

    X. CLOSED SESSION – – NCGS 143-318.11. (a)(3) – 
Attorney/Client privilege 
 

 

 
 

    XI. ADJOURNMENT/RECESS…Mayor Charles Sellers 
entertains a motion and second to adjourn or recess the 
meeting. 

 

 



                                                                DRAFT  
MINUTES 

Town of Blowing Rock 
Town Council Meeting 

April 9, 2024 
 

The Town of Blowing Rock Town Council met for their regular monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, April 9, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. The meeting took place at Town Hall located at 1036 
Main Street Blowing Rock, NC. Present were Mayor Charlie Sellers and Council 
Members Cat Perry, David Harwood, Melissa Pickett and Pete Gherini.  Mayor Pro-Tem 
Matheson was unable to attend the meeting. Others in attendance were Interim Town 
Manager Kevin Rothrock, Town Attorney Tucker Deal, Town Engineer Jared Wright, 
Interim Planning Director Brian Johnson, Parks and Recreation Director Jennifer Brown, 
Landscape Director Cory Cathcart, IT Director Thomas Steele, Finance Director Tasha 
Brown and Town Clerk Hilari Hubner.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Sellers called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and welcomed everyone. Mayor 
Sellers verified attendance via roll call. 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

MINUTE APPROVAL 
Council Member Gherini made the motion to approve the minutes from the March 12, 
2024, regular and closed session meetings, seconded by Council Member Pickett. 
Unanimously approved. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA ADOPTION 
Council Member Harwood made a motion to approve the regular meeting agenda as 
presented, seconded by Council Member Pickett.  Unanimously approved. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Budget Amendment  
2. Fireworks Approval   
3. Special Events Request – BRS Rocket Run  
4. Special Events Request – Summer Kick-Off 
5. Special Events Request – Cornhole Tournament  
6. ARPA Policies  

 
Council Member Perry made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented, 
seconded by Council Member Harwood.  Unanimously approved. 
 
SPEAKERS FROM THE FLOOR 
Cecil Stallard 623 Green Hill Circle – Questions about the possibility of a tower being 
reconsidered for Green Hill Circle.    

3



Mayor Sellers explained currently nothing has been brought to Council and if anything were 
to be brought before Council a Public meeting would be scheduled.    
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
1. Instating a High-Country Poet Laureat- Resolution of Support  

  
Amber Bateman and Hilda Downer presented to Town Council a proposal to Instate a 
High Country Poet Laureate to serve Watauga and Ashe Counties and asked for a 
adopted resolution of support.    
 
Council Member Harwood commented that he thought it was a wonderful idea.       
 
Council Member Perry made a motion to approve the resolution of support, seconded by 
Council Member Harwood.  Unanimously approved.  
 
Mayor Sellers read the resolution.       
 
OFFICIAL REPORTS & COMMENTS 

• Mayor Sellers extended his condolences to Mayor Pro-Tem Matheson and his 
family upon the death of his father-in-law, thanked County Commissioner Todd 
Castle for attending the meeting, thanked department heads and staff for all their 
hard work.   

• Council Member Perry – Nothing 
• Council Member Harwood – Nothing  
• Council Member Pickett – Nothing  
• Council Member Gherini asked for an update on the flashing light on Sunset for 

school traffic, stated the post office has a new manager who will be adding 
additional signage and enforcing parking, received an email from an attorney 
asking about the Town’s liability with no railings on the steps by the American 
Legion, the Boone Chamber and the Economic Development held a symposium 
on childcare which went very well and was well received.    

• Mayor Sellers – Asked staff to check on the hand rails because it was discussed 
in the past.   

• Interim Police Chief Nathan Kirk explained the lights for the school crossing are 
working, but not working well.  There isn’t power in that location, so it makes the 
lights a little tricky.  Some of the things he has implemented to help with school 
traffic safety is a pedestrian sign that has “school” on the top as well as have an 
officer present in the morning and in the afternoons.  Hoping the sign will bring 
awareness if at anytime an officer was unable to be present.    

• Town Attorney Tucker Deal – Nothing  
• Town Engineer Jared Wright gave an update on the Main Street Water/Sewer 

project.  5 more months remaining in the contract, the contractor is on schedule, 
approximately two (2) weeks remaining on the North Main full road closure.  
Crews will move to Main Street working Morris Street to Maple Street and should 
do the work fairly quickly. He commented Iron Mountain is a great contractor and 
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is providing great work.     
• Interim Manager Kevin Rothrock reported Mayor and staff had a meeting earlier 

in the day with the Governor’s Hometown strong Team – topics discussed were 
housing, space needs, emergency communications, water/sewer rehab and 
expansion and water/sewer plant upgrades.  Staff is working on right-of-way 
clearing throughout Town, Iron Mountain is doing a great job with the water and 
sewer work and has been very easy to work with, very responsive and attentive 
and additional trash can tops/lids have been ordered to replace old ones.  
  
  

Council took a 10-minute recess before going into closed session.     
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
At 6:40 PM Council Member Perry made a motion to go into closed session, NCGS 143-  
318.11.(A) (5) – Discussion of potential property acquisition, seconded by Council 
Member Harwood. Unanimously approved.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
At 7:00 p.m. Council returned to open session and with no further business, Council 
Member Perry made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Council Member Gherini. 
Unanimously approved. 

 

MAYOR   ATTEST_______________________ 
            Charlie Sellers, Mayor        Hilari Hubner, Town Clerk 

 
Attachments 
Resolution of Support – Poet Laureat – Attachment A 
 

5



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



 

 

 

 

 

To:       Mr. Shane Fox, Mayor Sellers, and Members of Town Council 

From:       Tasha Brown, Finance Officer 
Subject:      Capital Project Ordinance # 2024-01 
Date:       May 14, 2024 
 

 
 
Attached please find for your consideration a Capital Project Ordinance for the Main Street Water/Sewer 
Line Replacement Project. 
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Main Street Water/Sewer Line Replacement Project 
Capital Project Ordinance  

Ordinance #2024-01 
 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board of the Town of Blowing Rock, North 
Carolina, that pursuant to Section 13.2 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North 
Carolina, the following capital project ordinance is hereby adopted: 
 
            Section 1. The project authorizes the replacement of the Water and Sewer Lines 
along Main St. financed by NC General Assembly’s allocation of American Rescue Plan 
(ARP) funds ($4,800,000). 
 
 Section   2. The Town Manager of The Town of Blowing Rock is hereby directed 
to proceed with the capital project within the terms of the grant regulations and the 
budget contained herein. 
 
 Section   3. The following amounts are appropriated for the project: 
        
 Construction                                                          $3,715,100 
 Construction Contingency                                        371,500 
 Preliminary Engineering                                           336,000 
 Construction Admin – Engineering                            377,400                                        
  
                                                            $4,800,000 
 
 Section   4. The following revenues are anticipated to be available to complete 
this project: 
 
 NC General Assembly American Rescue Plan (ARP) Funds        $4,800,000 
  
        
                                                 $4,800,000 
 
 
 Section    5. The Finance Officer is hereby directed to maintain within the General 
Capital Project Fund sufficient specific detailed accounting records to satisfy the 
requirements of the grantor agencies, the grant agreements, and federal regulations.  
 
 Section   6. Funds may be advanced from the General Capital Fund for the 
purpose of making payments as due. Reimbursements requested should be made to the 
grantor agencies in an orderly and timely manner. 
 
 Section   7. The Finance Officer is directed to report, on a quarterly basis, on the 
financial status of each project element in Section 3 and on the total grant revenues 
received or claimed. 
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 Section   8. Copies of this capital project ordinance shall be furnished to the Clerk 
to the Governing Board, and the Finance Officer for direction in carrying out this project. 
 
Adopted this 14th day of May 2024. 
 
 
___________________________ 
Charles Sellers, Mayor 
 
 
____________________________ 
Hilari Hubner, Town Clerk 
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To:       Mr. Shane Fox, Mayor Sellers, and Members of Town Council 

From:       Tasha Brown, Finance Officer 
Subject:      Amendment: Grant Project Ordinance ARP Funds 
Date:       May 14, 2024 
 

 
 
Attached please find for your consideration an amended Grant Project Ordinance for ARP (American 
Rescue Plan) Funds. This amendment appropriates all ARP Funds as listed.  
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AMENDMENT: Grant Project Ordinance 
for The Town of Blowing Rock American Rescue Plan Act of 2021: Coronavirus State and Local 

Fiscal Recovery Funds 
  
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of The Town of Blowing Rock, North Carolina that, 
pursuant to Section 13.2 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the following 
grant project ordinance is hereby adopted: 
  
Section 1: This ordinance is to establish a budget for a project to be funded by the Coronavirus 
State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds of H.R. 1319 American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 
(ARP/CSLFRF). The Town of Blowing Rock’s total allocation is $421,955.42. These funds may be 
used for the following categories of expenditures, to the extent authorized by state law. 
  

1. Support public health expenditures, by funding COVID-19 mitigation efforts, medical 
expenses, behavioral healthcare, and certain public health and safety staff; 

2. Address negative economic impacts caused by the public health emergency, including 
economic harms to workers, households, small businesses, impacted industries, and the 
public sector; 

3. Replace lost public sector revenue, using this funding to provide government services to 
the extent of the reduction in revenue experienced due to the pandemic; 

4. Provide premium pay for essential workers, offering additional support to those who 
have borne and will bear the greatest health risks because of their service in critical 
infrastructure sectors; and, 

5. Invest in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure, making necessary investments to 
improve access to clean drinking water, support vital wastewater and stormwater 
infrastructure, and to expand access to broadband internet. 

  
Section 2: The following amounts are appropriated for the project(s) and authorized for 
expenditure: 
 

Internal 
Project 
Code 

Project Description Expenditure 
Category 

(EC) 

Appropriation of 
ARP/CSLFRF 

Funds 

General 
Fund 

Sewer 
Fund 

 Purchase of Pressure 
Reducing Valves (PRV) 

6.1 $152,385.00 
 

  

 Salaries from the 
following department: 
Law Enforcement,  
from July 1, 2021-June 
30, 2022 

6.1 $269,570.42   

 
 

Total  $421,955.42   

 
 

26



Section 3: The following revenues are anticipated to be available to complete the project(s): 
ARP/CSLFRF Funds:  $421,955.42 
Total:    $421,955.42 
  
Section 4: The Finance Officer is hereby directed to maintain sufficient specific detailed 
accounting records to satisfy the requirements of the grantor agency and the grant 
agreements.   
  
Section 5: The Finance Officer is hereby directed to report the financial status of the project to 
the Blowing Rock Town Council on a quarterly basis. 
  
Section 6: Copies of this grant project ordinance shall be furnished to the Budget Officer, the 
Finance Officer and to the Clerk to the Blowing Rock Town Council. 
  
Section 7: This grant project ordinance is effective as of March 3, 2021, and expires on 
December 31, 2026, or when all the ARP/CSLFRF funds have been obligated and expended by 
the Town of Blowing Rock, whichever occurs sooner. 
 
 
 
 
The Blowing Rock Town Council adopted this amended ARP Grant Project 
Ordinance on this 14th day of May 2024 

 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Signature-Mayor                            Date 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Signature-Clerk         Date 
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Town of Blowing Rock 
  

Request for Council Action 
                                 
 
FROM: Staff  
SUBJECT: PLARB Board (Formerly the BRAAC Board) - Board Vacancy    
TO:  Mayor and Council  
DATE:  May 14, 2024 
REQUESTED BY:  
              
Public Hearing                Yes     No   Not required     NA        
Properly Advertised        Yes     No   Not required    NA 
 
BACKGROUND:     
Ms. Whitney Brown submitted her resignation from the PLARB Board in April.  If it is the 
desire of the Council, Town Clerk Hilari Hubner can advertise the vacancy and any 
applicants can be reviewed by Council at the June meeting.    

ATTACHMENTS:  None  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
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